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Hawkshead pdf done 

Front : POTS Winter Winner George & Dragon Dent  
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COMPLAINT/COMMENT?  

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the Editors, CAMRA Ltd., Westmorland 

Branch or any other branch of CAMRA, but of the individual contributor.  No part of this publication may be 

reproduced without prior permission.  

Cumbria Trading Standards Office: County Hall, Kendal.  Tel: 01539 773577.  

Westmorland Branch of CAMRA : Editorial (01539) 732599 ;  Advertising: (015394) 33912.  

 

Editorial   

L&A Contact:  David Currington, Editor 

(01539) 732599 

 or dadcurrington@hotmail.com  

Annual Subscription  
To have a copy of Lakes & Ale sent to 

you quarterly by post, please send 

your contact details to:  

Alan Risdon  

4, St. Anne's Court  

Ambleside  

Cumbria  

LA22 9ED  

 

Together with £3 to cover the cost of 

postage for four issues.  

Cheque payable A Risdon  

Advertising Rates  
 

1/4 page £25 per edition  

1/2 page £40 per edition  

£135 for 4 paid up front  

Full Page £75 per edition  

 

ADVERTISING EDITOR  

CONTACT  

 

Alan Risdon  

Tel; 015394 33912  

www.camrawestmorland.org  

A welcome to all readers  

What a start to the new year!  The cold weather certainly provided some 

challenges to both Westmorland brewers and pubs.  Tirril brewery was frozen 

out for two weeks but recovered, deliveries for all must have been difficult and 

some of our pubs that are situated outside towns & villages seemed to suffer a 

loss of trade both beer & food over Christmas, whilst others saw increased 

trade.  Hopefully, all will recover in the coming months.  

This issue is a little slimmer this time round as events and visits seemed to have 

dried up a little but we have a good programme of events and many beer 

festivals coming up in the next few months.  So look at the events page and 

book your times early.  We must congratulate Gary and all the staff at the 

George & Dragon, Dent for winning the Pub of the Season this Winter. (P22). 

The G&D is the tap of Dent Brewery and this is reflected in the range of their 

beers on sale  

It is exciting to see yet another Westmorland Brewery starting up (see p35) and 

we wish the Winster Brewery every success in their venture.  Who will be next?  

My thanks to both Roger Davies, David Brown and David Prickett for their 

continued submission of articles.  Have you got something to say or report? 

Please contact me as indicated below.  

Regards and great but safe drinking in moderation this Spring.  

Cheers David Currington   Editor  
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Dear Reader  

2011 Good Beer Guide  

As you read this the final stages 

of compiling the 2011 and 38
th

 

edition of the CAMRA Good Beer 

Guide (GBG) will be underway.  

For many people the GBG is 

their bible as it lists all 

breweries and real ales that are 

produced in the UK plus the 

Pubs, Clubs & Hotels that serve 

good real ale on a County basis.  

These venues cannot buy their 

way into the GBG, in fact all the 

entries are free and are 

identified and nominated by 

CAMRA members. It is also 

extremely useful if you are away 

from your home patch and 

trying to find a good pint of real 

ale. 

So how does this work?  

CAMRA branches regularly  

discuss how their local pubs 

and beers are faring.  This 

intelligence is used to identify 

which pubs are consistently 

serving good quality real ale 

and therefore are worthy of 

surveying for consideration in 

the GBG.  

Systematic surveying takes 

place from November to 

January, and this year over 15 

Westmorland members were 

involved in this surveying.  At 

the selection meeting 23 

members listened to the results 

of the surveys and then 

democratically voted.  Our 

branch surveyed 42 venues but 

can only nominate 22 due to 

space constraints in the guide, 

so competition is both very high 

and healthy.  

What are we looking for?   

Once good beer quality is 

established other important 

factors come into play such as 

how welcoming are the staff, 

LocAle, architecture, history, 

food, creature comforts, 

oversized glasses and do they 

hold a beer festival.  It is always 

the beer that comes first as we 

believe that if the publican 

looks after his cask beer then 

everything else in the pub - 

from the welcome through food 

to the state of the toilets ð are 

likely to receive the same care.   

CAMRA will de -list pubs if the 

beer quality falls below an 

acceptable standard.  You can 

keep your copy of the GBG up 

t o  d a t e  b y  v i s i t i n g 

www.camra.org.uk  click on 

Updates to 2010 where you will 

find the changes to pubs and 

breweries.   

(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

From The 

Chairé 

http://www.camra.org.uk/
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The GBG can be sent to CAMRA 

members automatically for an 

annual Direct Debit currently 

£10.00 or non -members can 

purchase the guide from 

bookstores for £15.99.   

I hope this helps you to take 

more interest in the Good Beer 

Guide and discover  in 

September 2010 when the GBG 

is published the results of 

Westmorland CAMRAõs 

selection and 2011 entries.  

 

Tutored Beer Tasting Session 

Friday April 9th, 7.15pm at 

Hawkshead Beer Hall, Staveley. 

Join us in learning more about 

the wonderful world of tasting 

real ales.   Open to CAMRA 

members and other beer 

lovers.  No cost  for tutoring just 

pay for the beer you drink.  

 

 

Chris Holland  

Westmorland CAMRA Chair  

(Continued from page 4) 

A great turnout, at the Riverside Hotel, of  Westmorland Branch 

members for the annual ritual of voting for the 22 pubs to go into 

the GBG, this time for 2010.  

This of course also involves some drinking at the same time to 

lubricate our minds.  
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CAMRA has operated a tasting 

programme nationally since 1989 

with the aim of providing objective 

consumer information on the 

character and quality of beer in the 

trade.  Our Westmorland Branch is 

part of the Cumbria Tasting Panel 

and it provides tasting notes for 

county beers for the brewery 

section of the Good Beer Guide 

(GBG), and more importantly, 

nominates beers for the Champion 

Beer of Britain competition (CBoB) 

and Champion Winter Beer of 

Britain (WCBoB).  It just so happens 

that the regional tasting co -

ordinator for the North West is 

Linda Johnston of the Prince of 

Wales, Foxfield and she also co -

ordinates our Cumbria Panel.  This 

is made up of members from all 

f o u r  C u m b r i a n  b r a n c h e s : 

Westmorland, Furness, West 

Cumbria & Western Lakes and 

Solway.   

The Cumbria Panel meets up at 

regular intervals throughout the 

year to taste and score specific 

Cumbrian brewed beers on tasting 

cards.  On these we note in 

particular aroma, taste, aftertaste, 

appearance, body and overall 

impression for each beer and 

indicate at which hostelry it was 

sampled.  The sessions help us 

òeducateó our palates to a fairly 

consistent way of evaluating, which 

ensures more reliability when later 

we work separately throughout our 

vast area.  There are about 12 

regular tasters from across the 

county who regularly submit 

tast ing cards but  th is is 

supplemented by many more who 

come along intermittently and 

provide valuable back -

up data.  If the tasting 

c a r d s  a r e  n o t 

submitted ð no matter 

how good a beer is, it 

cannot be entered into 

t h e  n a t i o n a l 

competition.  Itõs up to 

us to make sure our 

g o o d 

b e e r s 

are in 

with a 

chance.  

At the 

l a s t 

two Westmorland Beer 

Festivals we have 

o f f e r e d  t r a i n i n g 

sessions to both 

CAMRA members and 

interested members of 

the public and these 

have proved very 

popular.  

We intend holding 

more regular tasting training 

sessions in Westmorland during 

the next year in readiness for the 

2012 GBG, including Hawkshead 

Beer Hall on either 26/3 or 2/4,  so 

anyone keen to find out more, or 

who thinks they might like to join 

us, can do so by phoning the 

branch tasting co -ordinator, 

Marilyn Molloy on Kendal 720407.  

 

The Cumbria Tasting 

Panel. 

  Why is it important?  


